
1

Abandoned By God! (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34)
Mike Canham

Community Bible Church (March 20, 2016)

Introduction: As we prepare for Resurrection Sunday next week, it is appropriate that we take this
week to meditate on the death of Christ.  Why did Christ die on the cross?  What does His death mean? And
how does that death relate to us?

To answer that question, we examine today what I regard as one of those “Holy of Holies” passages
in the New Testament.  Of the seven last words of Christ on the cross, this one occupies the central place
both chronologically and theologically.  When Jesus uttered this fourth word, the scene had changed
dramatically.  Some three hours earlier, a miraculous and ever-increasing darkness—signaling God’s
judgment — had descended upon the scene, hiding Jesus from view.  This was no ordinary eclipse, since
Passover was always observed at the time of the full moon, and this darkness lasted 12x longer than any
normal eclipse.  

Undoubtedly, with such a miraculous darkness, the mockery had died down from the crowd, and a
strange fear had been birthed in their hearts.  Jesus Himself was silent during this time, and at the end of
those three hours, the true Passover Lamb (cf. 1 Cor. 5:7) cried out with a loud voice "Eloi, Eloi, Lama
sabacthani," which is Aramaic for "My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?" (Ps. 22:1).  Of the
seven words of Christ on the cross, this is probably the most difficult to interpret.  There are some things it
cannot mean (i. e. Christ was delirious when he uttered these words; He was angry at His Father; Christ
merely felt abandoned; there was a division in the Trinity or a division of the two natures of Christ, or that
Jesus died spiritually).  While there is much mystery in these words which make it impossible for us to fully
understand them (cf. Martin Luther’s experience), this saying gives the best insight we have into the nature

of Christ's death and the distance He travelled to save man (cf. Phil. 2:5-8; Luke 19:10).  Christ’s death

meant three things in relationship to our sin:  

1. Christ was __________________ from the Father BECAUSE of [our] sin. All throughout His life
and ministry, Jesus knew what it was like to be abandoned and rejected by men, but He had always
enjoyed the fellowship of His Father (Matt. 11:25; John 16:32)---until now!  When Christ died on the
cross, He died ALONE!  He was abandoned by God!

a. Cf. Ps. 22:1.  These words are not to be distorted, minimized, or denied.  They express a cry of real
dereliction.  For the first and only time in all of eternity, there is a separation of fellowship between
Christ and the Father because of [our] sin (cf. Ps 22:3; Isa. 59:1-2; Hab. 1:13)

b. This can be seen even in the prayer of Christ.  Three of the seven words of Christ on the cross were
prayers (the first, middle, and final one).  In the first and the last word (Luke 23:34, 46), Christ
addressed God as His Father.  In those days, a Jew would never address God directly as "Father"
(OT references are corporate, not individual), yet Christ often spoke of God as His "Father" (170x in
the Gospels, 21x in His prayers [cf. John 17; Mark 14:36, etc.].  This is the only exception.  Here
Jesus addresses God as "My God."  This does not mean that Jesus ceased to be God (cf. John 20:17;
2 Cor. 1:3; 11:31; Eph. 1:3, 17; 1 Pet. 1:3; Rev. 3:2, 12), or that He “lost His faith”---Jesus’ trust in
His heavenly Father remained steadfast (cf. "My God").  What it means is that at this point Christ's
relationship with God was primarily judicial, not paternal.  But WHY was there a separation
between Jesus and His Father, when there had been uninterrupted fellowship between them and
when Christ Himself was utterly sinless? . . . .

2. Christ  __________________ Himself FOR [our] sin. HE took our PLACE, and endured, at this point,
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the same penalty that we would have endured if we had suffered for our own sins.  Christ's substitution
for us was prefigured in the whole OT sacrificial system (esp. the Day of Atonement in Lev. 16:31-32). 
If we asked the authors of Scripture what Jesus meant by these words, they would all agree that it meant
at least one thing—Jesus took our sins upon Himself!  Consider the testimonies of Moses (Deut. 21:23
[Q: in Gal. 3:13); Isaiah (53:4-6); John the Baptist (John 1:29); Barnabas (?) (Hebrews 9:27-28); Peter
(1 Peter 2:24; 3:18); John the Apostle (1 John 3:5; 4:10), and especially Paul (Rom. 4:25; 5:8; 1 Cor.
15:3; esp. 2 Cor. 5:21).  God made Christ the representative of ALL your sins!  Name them off, one by
one!  When Christ uttered the cry of Matthew 27:46, "my hell, your hell, all the hells of all guilty sinners
were burning their fires out on Him!" (Jones).  Christ experienced this separation so that we might never
need to.

3. Christ provided  __________________ OVER [our] sin.  This verse also shows us that by this point
matters had come to their worst as far as Christ's sacrifice was concerned---it was uphill from here!  We
can see this from the passage that Christ quoted (Ps. 22:1)

a. Psalm 22:1 as _____________:  This is one of the many times in Christ's life and ministry that He
quoted and applied Scripture, even in the midst of extremely difficult circumstances (cf. Matt. 4:4, 7,
10).  Indeed, every one of the seven "words" of Christ have OT Scripture behind them.  This is one
indication that in spite of Christ's abandonment by God (in terms of fellowship) He was still holding
on to the Word of God.

b. Psalm 22:1 as _____________:  Psalm 22 has long been recognized as a Messianic psalm.  It is
quoted or referenced 24x in the NT (cf. Isaiah 53 [35x]; Psalm 69 [8x]).  There are at least 12
references in Psalm 22 that were fulfilled in Christ's death (see esp. vv. 6-18).  Besides Christ's cry
in verse 1, there are the mockers gathered around the cross, and their taunts (vv. 7, 8, 12, 13), the
distorted body (vv. 14, 17), the parched tongue and lips (v. 15), the torture by crucifixion (v. 16),
and the divided garments and unrent robe (v. 18)

c. Psalm 22:1 as _____________:  When the NT writers quoted OT verses, they were not quoting
them as isolated proof-texts (remember there were no chapter and verse divisions in Jesus' day), but
as parts of a larger context.  What is often overlooked is how Psalm 22 ends—with a shout of victory
(cf. vv. 22-31; Heb. 2:12)!  This explains why Christ referenced Psalm 22 when He could have
quoted any number of other laments that would have conveyed His abandonment without also
conveying a victory shout (cf. Jer. 20:14-18; Lam. 3:1-18).  What was the victory?  In a few
moments, Christ would cry out "It is finished" (John 19:30 [cf. Ps 22:31]) and then "Father
(indicating a restored fellowship) into your hands I commend my spirit" (Luke 23:46).  God would
bear witness to this victory by the miracles which followed, including the rending of the veil (Matt.
27:51), the miraculous earthquake (Matt. 27:51), the opened graves (Matt. 27:52) and ultimately the
resurrection of Christ, which was the ultimate vindication of the work of Christ (Rom. 4:25--5:1)! 
This is not to minimize the reality of Christ's forsakenness; it was an actual abandonment!  But it
was the prelude to victory, much as Phil. 2:5-8 leads into vv. 9-11.

d. Psalm 22 as part of a ___________ of psalms all dealing with different facets of the work of Christ:

i. 22:  The Savior's Cross [first advent]
ii. 23:  The Shepherd's Crook [current ministry of Christ]
iii. 24:  The Sovereign's Crown [second advent]
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